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On Sept. 29, in Tegucigalpa, a majority of deputies in the National Congress legally recognized the
Democratic Unification Party (Partido Unificacion Democratica, PUD), making PUD the country's
fifth legal political party. The PUD groups political groups which emerged following demobilization
of several small Honduran guerrilla organizations active during the 1980s. Most of the rebels
abandoned armed struggle in the wake of an unconditional amnesty proposed by President Rafael
Callejas and approved by Congress in July 1991. The groups which are now affiliated with the PUD
are the Morazanista Liberation Party (Partido Morazanista de Liberacion, PML), the Party for the
Transformation of Honduras (Partido para la Transformacion de Honduras, PTH), the Honduran
Revolutionary Party (Partido Revolucionario Hondureno, PRH), and the Patriotic Renovation Party
(Partido Renovacion Patriotica, PRP). Congress approval of party status for the PUD was a political
gesture aimed at accommodating the Honduran Left as part of the Callejas administration's national
reconciliation efforts. In order to facilitate the PUD's legalization, Congress waived a series of
onerous requirements in the electoral law. Those requirements have historically made it difficult for
new parties to compete in Honduran politics, thereby reinforcing a tradition of bipartisanship which
traces back to the formation of the Liberal and National parties around the turn of the century.
Among other prerequisites, for example, each party seeking recognition must gather notarized
signatures from 20,000 members, and then have the list of signatures published in the official
register, La Gaceta, and in the two daily newspapers with the highest national circulation. Still,
although this requirement was waived for the PUD, the new party will have to abide by electoral
regulations which stipulate that a party which fails to win at least 20,000 votes in a national election
currently equal to less than 1% of the country's 2.4 million registered voters automatically loses its
legal status. Since parties must register their candidates months in advance, the PUD will not be
able to participate in the upcoming November general elections, as many former rebels had hoped
at the time the amnesty was approved over two years ago. The next general elections will be held
in November 1997. Although there was broad agreement to grant legalization for the PUD, specific
pressure was put on Congress by the governing National Party and its presidential candidate
Oswaldo Ramos. Several months ago, Ramos held a series of meetings with leaders from the leftist
organizations to search for mechanisms to facilitate their incorporation into the political process.
Political observers have criticized Ramos's intervention in the case as a demagogic campaign stunt
aimed at modifying his image among the electorate as the candidate of the far right. According to
PRP leader Jose Maria Ramirez, "political manipulation of the accord [between the Left and Ramos]
is wrong, but it doesn't change the fact that the decision by Congress represents the recognition
of a historic struggle undertaken by an independent sector." Ramirez was referring to political
organizing efforts by the Honduran Left which began in the 1930s with efforts by union activists to
form a workers' party. Those efforts were systematically blocked by the authorities, and in the 1950s
legislation was passed formally proscribing the existence of "communist" organizations. That ban
paved the way for 30 years of clandestine struggle by the Left. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana
de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, Notimex, 09/29/93)
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